
The Color of Water by James McBride 
 

Reading Guide: 
  
Chapters Due Date 
1-4 Monday, April 11 
5-7 Friday, April 15 
8-10 Tuesday, April 19 
11-12 Thursday, April 21 
13-16 Wednesday, April 27 
17-20 Monday, May 2 
21-23 Friday, May 6 
24-Afterward Wednesday, May 11 
 
How are these (and other) themes shown through the stories? 
 

o Race (prejudice, tolerance, etc) 
o Identity 
o Importance of Education 
o Importance of Religion 
o Importance of Family 
o Survival 
o  

Who are the first person narrators? 
 

o Who are their family members? 
o Who are their friends? 
o Who else significant is mentioned in relation to themselves? 

 
Where do the stories take place? (time and place) 
 
 
 
 


